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Autumn Olive & Russian Olive Treatment Info 

Autumn Olive (Elaeagnus umbellata) and Russian Olive(Elaeagnus angustifolia) are closely related and 
similar in life history and invasiveness. Reproduction is primarily by seed, but also from root-crown 
sprouting and suckering. Seeds can remain viable for 3 years. These species are highly invasive in some 
habitats and regions, and once established are extremely difficult to control. Management techniques 
consist of chemical treatments, mechanical treatments such as cutting or hand pulling, or a combination 
of the two. 
 

Mechanical Control 

Seedlings can be dug or pulled out by hand or with tools if the soil is loose enough to ensure the whole 

root is removed. Cutting or mowing without herbicide treatment stimulates prolific re-sprouting from 

the root stump. Mechanical girdling on thin-barked specimens can be effective. 

Chemical Control 

Basal bark treatment is recommended for stems less than 6 inches in diameter, a 12.5% solution of 

herbicide is effective. For basal bark treatment, apply triclopyr in a 6 to 15 inch-wide band around the 

trunk near the base. This should be done after fall-frost and before leaf-out in spring. Foliar spraying 

with either triclopyr (2% solution) or glyphosate (2% solution) have also been effective on small shrubs 

and re-sprouts. 

*Refer to Herbicide Technical Sheet for precautions and guidelines for handling chemicals 

Mechanical/Chemical Combination 

Late summer and fall are the best times for cut-stump herbicide application because plant energy is 
moving downward to the roots in preparation for leaf-fall and dormancy. Spring is the least effective 
time for treatment. Two herbicides are recommended for cut-stump application: glyphosate (20-25% 
solution) and triclopyr (20% solution) with non-toxic bark-penetrating oil. 
 

 Method Timing 

Manual/Mechanical Hand pulling (with weed-wrench 
or other tool) or digging 

Spring, summer, fall 

Chemical Basal bark treatment (triclopyr) After fall frost and before leaf-
out in spring 

Combination of Treatments Cut stump and herbicide 
application (glysophate or 
triclopyr) 

Late summer and fall 
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Resources 

Forest Invasive Plants Resource Center - http://www.na.fs.fed.us/spfo/invasiveplants/ - USDA Forest 

Service 

DOW AgroSciences Online Weed Guide - http://www.dowagro.com/en-us/vm/weeds-brush/woody-

plants/a/autumn-olive  & http://www.dowagro.com/en-us/vm/weeds-brush/woody-plants/r/russian-

olive  
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